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Trustees Coming 
to Center Valley

By Wesley Herrmann 
Courtesy of State of the Valley

By Matthew Poulter By Judd Wilson

Students Practice 
Lessons During 
Field Trip to 
Chinatown

Upper Saucon 
Environmental 
Advisory Council 
Meets

SOUTHERN LEHIGH HIGH 
SCHOOL -- Students from 
Southern Lehigh High School 
and Middle School attended a 
field trip Feb. 4 to Philadelphia’s 
Chinatown. 

Organized by teacher Quingchu 
Yu, the trip gave students hands-on 
experience with Chinese language 
and culture. Yu is a visiting scholar 
from the University of Wuhan in 
China. She teaches two courses in 
the middle school for 7th and 8th 
graders as well as two courses in 
the high school for 9th through 12th 
graders. Yu will teach in the district 
until June at which point another 
teacher will come to the schools 
from China.

Forty students and five teachers 
travelled to Chinatown. The 
students were split into five 
groups and each group member 
was assigned a specific role such 
as project manager, map holder, 
camera operator, interviewer, and 
recorder. 

The trip began with the groups 
using their map reading skills to 
sightsee and visit landmarks such 
as the Chinatown Friendship Gate. 
Later, students practiced their 
Mandarin Chinese by ordering 
food at a local restaurant. Many 
students ate at the Sang Kee 
Peking Duck House on North 
Ninth Street. Finally, they visited 
and interviewed local shop owners.

Afterwards, students went over the 
information they had gathered  

see CHINATOWN pg 4

UPPER SAUCON -- The 
Environmental Advisory Council 
met at the Township Building here 
Feb. 15.  

Council member Erin Frederick 
reported that the public is 
welcome to attend a lecture about 
conservation fisheries on March 
11 at 9 a.m. at Lehigh University 
as part of the 2011 Lehigh Valley 
Watershed Conference.  

In preservation news, Chairman 
Thomas Gettings said the council 
is waiting for a second appraisal 
of the 37.3 acre Tucciarone 
property on Limeport Pike.  He 
said he informed owners of the 
3.64 Laubach property on Old 
Bethlehem Pike that the township 
can’t make an offer until it gets 
some money.  The township is 
awaiting transfer of a 13.6 acre 
property on East Valley Road 
from Stabler Land Company 
sometime this year, and will 
consider designating it as a wildlife 
sanctuary or nature preserve.  

April 16 is this year’s county-
wide clean up day.  Frederick will 
organize volunteers for litter clean 
up.  She said areas to be cleaned 
will be identified after snow melts.  

Township Manager Thomas Beil 
reported that a resident suggested 
the township advise homeowners 
in the Whispering Pines 
subdivision of how to care for their 
riparian buffers.  A riparian buffer 
is a patch of land adjoining streams 
and waterways that use trees and  

see EAC pg 2

PENN STATE LEHIGH VALLEY 
-- According to Chancellor Dr. Ann 
Williams, the last time the Penn 
State Board of Trustees visited 
its Lehigh Valley campus was in 
the late 1980’s.  This summer the 
board will make its first visit in 
over two decades. 

The board will arrive on Thursday, 
July 14 and hold their annual 
budget meeting the following day. 
Most of the board will arrive on 
Thursday and all will attend the 
meeting on Friday.

The Penn State Board of Trustees 
consists of 32 individuals. 
The board includes Gov. Tom 
Corbett, Secretary of Agriculture-
Designate George Greig, 

Secretary of Education-Designate 
Ronald Tomalis, the secretary 
of conservation and natural 
resources, University President 
Graham Spanier, six gubernatorial 
appointees, nine members elected 
by alumni, six elected by delegates 
from agricultural societies, and six 
elected to represent business and 
industry. 

Currently the Chairman of the 
Board is Steve Garban, who is a 
1959 graduate of Penn State and 
has held the position since 2010. 
The main responsibilities of the 
board are election of the President 
of Penn State, direction of the 
University and campuses, and 
approval of the annual budget.  
That will take place in Center 
Valley this year.

see TRUSTEES pg 3

IN
SI

D
E BURGLARY 

Criminals ditch unwanted 
jewelry after break-in.

pg. 2

The Penn State University Board of Trustees will visit the Lehigh 
Valley campus this July.  The visit will be the board's first trip to the 
Lehigh Valley campus in over 20 years.  Photo courtesy of Penn State University.

FIVE STARS
Lawn care and landscaping this 

spring and summer.
pg. 3

SAUCON CREEK 
Lehigh Valley Planning  

Commission gets study findings.
pg. 3
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BRIEFS
Lower Milford Township Board 
of Supervisors will meet on  
March 3 at 7:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club of Saucon will meet 
on March 1 at 7:30 a.m. in the Uni-
versity Center Building at DeSales 
University.

Southern Lehigh Public Library 
opens registration for spring Story 
Time classes on Feb. 28 at 10 a.m.  
Sign up online at www.solehipl.org 
to enroll newborns through five-
year olds.

Harpist Sarajane Williams will 
present "Music of the Pennsylvania 
Germans" at the Southern Lehigh 
Public Library on March 2 at  
7 p.m.  Free event.  Register online 
at www.solehipl.org.

Southern Lehigh Middle School 
will hold a spring instrumental 
concert on March 3 at 7 p.m. in the 
middle school auditorium.

Southern Lehigh High School 
presents the musical performance 
"Annie" March 3-5 at 7:30 p.m. 
and March 6 at 2 p.m. in the high 
school auditorium. 

Upper Saucon Township Planning 
Commission will meet March 1 at 
6:30 p.m.

Word Search # 7 -- Warm Comfort Foods

Word Search #6 Key-- Washington's Birthday

On cold, snowy days this winter few things help more than a hot meal, 
warm drink or a special treat.  Photo by Melissa Wilson.

Baked Potato
Biscuits 
Bread 
Cake 
Casserole 
Cheese 
Chicken 
Chowder 
Coffee 
Cookies 
French Toast

Hot Chocolate
Lasagna 
Muffins
Pancakes 
Pasta 
Pie 
Pudding 
Soup
Stew 
Tea

EAC from pg 1 
other plants to reduce harmful 
erosion and water pollution.  
Section 511 of the township zoning 
ordinance details homeowner 
requirements.  

However, Beil said, since that 
particular subdivision was created 
prior to the ordinance's adoption 
in June 2009, it is “entirely 
voluntary for people living on the 
riparian buffer to comply.”  While 
homeowners in subdivisions built 
after June 2009 are required to 
comply with its provisions, “there’s 
no requirement" that Whispering 
Pines residents protect the buffer, 
Beil said, though the township 
“strongly encourages it.”  

Mowing lawns down to the 
streambank is harmful to stream 
water quality and the vegetation 
and animals living there, said 
council members.  Frederick will 
draft an informational letter for the 
council to consider.

Vice Chairman Peter Staffeld 
told the council that replacing the 
township staff’s gasoline-powered 
vehicles with electric cars would 
not be advisable considering the 
small amount of driving staff 
members do and the current price 
of an electric vehicle.  If prices go 
down, Staffeld said, it might be 
possible to look into buying a used 
electric car.    

C O N S T I T U T I O N C V
O O Y A U N W O T K R O Y B
N A U I R C B O S T O N K L
T D S N T H Y U L I E R O P
I F U I T E C V A G B E N M
N G R G A R M Y R S D V F T
E H V R S R Y O E Z A T F N
N J E I Q Y F M N W A N A E
T K Y V U Y Y R E E H U R D
A L O I E C G H G N T O E I
L Q R L M F A T H E R M W S
W Z L C H R I S T I A N E E
W A M O N U M E N T M S L R
V E R C N O I T A T N A L P

The first phase of Upper Saucon’s 
Rails-to-Trails is nearly complete, 
said Beil.  The $330,000 project 
will remain closed to the public 
until flashing signs and crosswalks 
are installed at the trail’s Landis 
Mill Rd. and Spring Valley Rd. 
intersections.  Beil said the official 
ribbon-cutting will be held in May.  
The $600,000 second phase of 
Rails-to-Trails was not funded in 
the 2011 budget.  

The next Upper Saucon Township 
Environmental Advisory Council 
meeting will be held on March 15 
at 6 p.m. at the Township Building.   

LOWER MILFORD -- Burglars 
broke through a garage door 
window to steal jewelry and other 
valuables from a home on the 8900 
block of South Kings Hwy. on  
Feb. 16.  

The unidentified criminals kept 
approximately 50 pieces of 
valuable jewelry, Police Chief John 
Dondero said.  They discarded 
items they didn’t want on the 8200 
block of Chestnut Hill Church 
Rd., which Lower Milford police 
recovered.  

Dondero said he would be 
canvassing area businesses to track 
down the stolen items.  He added 
that every few months a string of 
burglaries occurs in the Southern 

Lehigh area, often with criminals 
hitting houses in townships such 
as Upper Saucon, Emmaus, or 
Upper Milford.  Dondero regularly 
communicates with investigators 
from neighboring jurisdictions and 
is working with investigators from 
Bucks County on this case.   

The Lower Milford Police 
Department can be reached at 
610-967-4949 ext. 102 for non-
emergency calls.  For emergencies, 
please dial 911.

Burglars Ditch 
Jewelry on Local 
Road
By Judd Wilson

F A R E T V W B N M W E T S
O B A K E D P O T A T O P O
M A J A F I A A S N B R T E
C U K C E E N W S O U P N T
O H F T H A C E G T V B M A
F N O F W C A A N G A S A L
F S E W I V K E I D F C S O
E K T K D N E V D F S W T C
E D E G C E S W D E E O I O
S L A T J I R A U R I U U H
E E D E H B H S P T K Y C C
E O E F R E N C H T O A S T
H D B M D B C H E R O S I O
C G E L O R E S S A C T B H
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By Matthew Poulter

Study Finds Saucon Creek Impaired

ALLENTOWN -- The Lehigh 
Valley Planning Commission 
listened to the findings of an 
18-month study on the water 
quality of Saucon Creek here 
Thursday night.   
 
Conducted in partnership with 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection and 
the Lehigh Valley Conservation 
District, the study determined 
that many areas of the creek were 
impaired. 

“The pollutant which is 
impeding Saucon Creek,” Travis 
Bartholomew explained in his 
presentation to the Commission, 
“is sediment”.

Sediment within a creek poses 
a serious threat to the wildlife 
within the waters. Small 
macroinvertebrates such as 
mayflies and worms cannot survive 

in water which contains too much 
sediment. When these smaller 
species die off, small fish no 
longer have a source of food and 
they die off as well. This creates a 
ripple effect throughout the creek’s 
ecosystem, leaving it devoid of 
wildlife.

Bartholomew cited several 
immediate reasons for the 
sediment pollution including 
storm sewers, agricultural areas, 
industrial development, and legacy 
sediments. Legacy sediment is that 
which built up along the banks of 
the creek when the valley was first 
colonized due to mill damming. 

Bartholomew illustrated the 
severity of the problem by 
comparing the sediment levels 
in Saucon Creek to those in 
neighboring Manatawny Creek, 

saying, “Manatawny Creek 
sediments are about 26 percent less 
than in Saucon Creek”.

The purpose of the study was 
not only to test the waters but to 
determine a total maximum daily 
load for Saucon Creek. According 
to Bartholomew, a total maximum 
daily load is “a fixed load of 
pollutant that can be added daily 
to the water without a stream 
becoming impaired.” Determining 
that would allow municipalities 
within Lehigh County to better 
track and control the level of 
pollution entering the creek, and 
limit it to an acceptable level.

At the end of his presentation 
Bartholomew gave the study’s 
suggestions to the commission. 
“We suggest enacting best 
management practices to 

begin immediately fixing the 
impairment,” Bartholomew said. 

Best management practices target 
agricultural areas as well as 
industrial areas to decrease the 
amount of sediment they produce. 

The study also suggested 
townships begin removing legacy 
sediments built up along the banks.  
Of the sediments found in the 
creek, “more than half [come] from 
the banks themselves”.

Ultimately the study failed to 
determine an accurate total 
maximum daily load for the creek. 
Bartholomew said “DEP can 
review those findings…they may 
decide to do some additional work 
to get a more accurate TMDL.”

The Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission will next meet on 
March 31 at 7 p.m. at 961 Marcon 
Blvd., Ste. 310 in Allentown.  

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission members met Thursday night to 
hear the results of a study on Saucon Creek's water quality.   
Photo by Matthew Poulter.

▪ Lawn Mowing
▪▪ Spring Cleanups
▪
▪ Fall Cleanups
▪▪ Fertilization
▪▪ Snow Plowing
▪▪ Fully Insured
▪  
▪ Free Estimates
      

Phone:  610-967-1853

Serving the Coopersburg, 
Emmaus and Macungie 
areas

Email:  
fivestarlawns@hotmail.com

TRUSTEES from pg 1 
“I think the board chose Lehigh 
Valley this year because of our 
recent move during a tough time 
two years ago,” explained Dr. 
Williams. 

At the meeting the board will 
discuss the budget for the 2011-12 
school year, which will effect all 
the Penn State campuses. Lehigh 
Valley leadership will also present 
what their campus has to offer in 
terms of majors and upcoming 
majors for the future. 

Dr. Williams believes that Lehigh 
Valley may announce new majors 
during or around the board’s visit. 
During their presentation, Lehigh 
Valley staff will also discuss what 
they would like to do with the 
money they will receive through 
funding. “We would like to work 
on the exterior landscape and 
lighting which is desperately 
needed at this campus” said Dr. 
Williams. 

Funding is not the only benefit 
that Lehigh Valley would receive.  
Local press would be sure to pay 
attention to the visit, which would 
create interest for the school. 

Penn State Lehigh Valley donors 
will be invited to a dinner on July 
14, enabling donors to see how 
their money is being used and what 
the future holds for the school.

However, the most important 
question about the board of trustees 
visit is: how will it affect Penn 
State Lehigh Valley students?  
Whether it is a change in the look 
of the school or new majors being 
offered, this summer’s visit by 
the trustees could mean a lot of 
changes in the new school year. 
Stay tuned. 

To learn more about Penn State 
Lehigh Valley, please visit www.
lv.psu.edu, call 610-285-5000, or 
stop by the campus at 2809 Saucon 
Valley Rd. in Center Valley.
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Contact Information
Publisher - Judd Wilson
Phone - (484) 632-6108 
Email - solehitribune@gmail.com
Mail - P.O. Box 4, Limeport, PA 
18060

Policies
Distribution - Currently, newspa-
pers are published online weekly at 
www.solehi.com. 
 
In the future, newspapers will be 
distributed weekly, at no charge to 
readers, at select locations through-
out the Southern Lehigh area.   

Letters to Editor - Please submit 
letters to the editor via email or 
mail with your name and mailing 
address.    
 
Advertisements - Please submit 
requests via phone or email before 
Tuesday 4 p.m. for consideration in 
the next issue.   
 

Southern Lehigh Tribune reserves 
the right to edit or refuse letters 
and advertisements. 
 
All material copyrighted 2011 by 
Southern Lehigh Tribune, LLC.  

In order to better help the 
community, the Southern Lehigh 
Tribune is launching new ways 
for your favorite events, people, 
places, and organizations to be 
recognized.

Advertisements: Bring positive 
attention to your business or 
organization by reaching out to 
the Southern Lehigh Tribune’s 
readers.  With over 7,400 visits to 
our website, www.solehi.com, in 
only four months, the Tribune has 
already reached your community 
effectively.  Join us as we begin 
weekly printing and distribution 
and see your advertisement reach 
thousands more Southern Lehigh 
customers.  

Announcements: Announce 
an engagement, wedding, or 
anniversary.  Please send a photo 

and a description of no more 
than 90 words.  Please include 
the persons’ names and specify 
where the person(s) live, work, or 
grew up in the Southern Lehigh 
community.    

Letters to the Editor:  Voice 
your opinion on topics affecting 
Southern Lehigh in 100 words or 
less.  Please include your name 
and specify where you live, work, 
or grew up in the Southern Lehigh 
community.    

Milestones: Commemorate your 
birthday, announce a new birth, 
or honor your recently departed 
loved one.  For birthdays, please 
send your name, date of birth, and 
specify where you live, work, or 
grew up in the Southern Lehigh 
community.  For new births, please 
send the baby’s full name, date of 

birth, height, weight, and where the 
baby or baby’s relatives live, work, 
or grew up in the Southern Lehigh 
community.  For obituaries, please 
send a description of no more than 
90 words, and specify where the 
person lived, worked, or grew up 
in the Southern Lehigh community.

Pet of the Week: Celebrate your 
favorite dog, cat, or other critter by 
sending in your favorite pet photo 
and telling us why your pet ought 
to be Southern Lehigh’s “Pet of 
the Week.”  No pet is too small or 
too exotic.  Please specify your 
pet’s name, age, and breed.  Also 
include your name and specify 
where you live, work, or grew up 
in the Southern Lehigh community.  
Each week’s winning pet will have 
its photo published in the Southern 
Lehigh Tribune.  

Announcements and Milestones 
are all free of charge, on a first-
come, first-served basis.  Space 
is limited.  Along with Letters to 
the Editor and Pet of the Week 
submissions, Announcements 
and Milestones may be edited 
for spelling, propriety, and 
according to space limitations.  All 
submissions become the property 
of the Southern Lehigh Tribune.

Advertising rates are available 
by contacting Judd Wilson at 
solehitribune@gmail.com or at 
(484) 632-6108.

Send submissions to the Southern 
Lehigh Tribune at solehitribune@
gmail.com, P.O. Box 4, Limeport, 
PA 18060, or (484) 632-6108.
       

Wanted: Your Birthdays, Advertisements, & More!
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CHINATOWN from pg 1
in photos, interviews, and notes 
in order to create journals about 
their experiences. The groups then 
worked together one last time to 
create a slide show based on their 
experiences and what they learned.  

By ordering lunch in Mandarin 
Chinese, interviewing shopkeepers 
and community members, and 
practicing teamwork, the trip gave 

students a chance to practice many 
of the lessons learned in class. 
In the end, the students were 
immersed, if only for a day, in 
a unique culture. They finished 
the field trip with an improved 
understanding of Chinese culture 
and language, and a unique 
experience working with the 
members of Philadelphia’s 
Chinatown.

Southern Lehigh High School and Middle School students explored 
Philadelphia's Chinatown on Feb. 4 as part of a Chinese language field 
trip.  Highlights included ordering lunch using the Chinese language 
skills they have learned in class, working together as a team, and con-
ducting ethnographic research of Chinatown.  Students made the trip 
around Chinese New Year's celebrations.  Photos courtesy of Qingchu Yu.


