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Crimes Spotlight 
Lower Milford

By Judd Wilson

By Judd Wilson By Judd Wilson

Fourth Street 
and Spruce Alley 
Will Remain 
Two-Way

School Board 
Addresses 
College, Tax, and 
Snow Concerns

COOPERSBURG -- Council 
members grappled with the 
contentious issue of local traffic at 
Tuesday night’s Borough Council 
meeting.  

Many years ago, borough council 
decided to make Fourth St. from 
Fairview St. to Fairmount St., 
and Spruce Alley from Hwy. 309 
to Fourth St., one-way only.  On 
Mar. 24, 2009, borough council 
redesignated them as two-way 
streets to serve commuters until 
the completion of the recent Hwy. 
309 renovations.  On Nov. 23, 
2010, with construction on Hwy. 
309 complete, borough council 
members unanimously approved 
a plan to return the streets to 
their previous status.  Dennis 
Balascak, who chairs the highway 
committee, recommended the 
measure.  During discussions on 
Oct. 26, 2010, Balascak said the 
ordinance would help drivers exit 
Coopersburg Diner safely, and 
protect nearby homeowners from 
alleged property damage caused 
by passing vehicles.  Though 
Denise Shafer and Susan Gibbs, 
homeowners who live along the 
affected roads, had shared their 
concerns at the meeting along with 
diner owner Tom Gourzis, Mayor 
Tim Paashaus said “I feel I didn’t 
represent all the local residents 
of that area,” and so he deferred 
signing the Nov. 23 ordinance, set 
to take effect in December.            

According to the official minutes 
from the Oct. 26, 2010 borough 
council meeting, Balascak reported  
citizens’ allegations of commuters

 
see TWO-WAY pg 2

SOUTHERN LEHIGH HIGH 
SCHOOL -- The Southern Lehigh 
School Board met here Monday 
night to cover a variety of topics.  
Early on in the meeting, Southern 
Lehigh taxpayer and father, Eric 
Wilson, asked school board 
members for their thoughts on 
how to get Southern Lehigh’s 
top students into Ivy League 
universities.  Seven seniors that 
rank in the top ten of their class 
applied for early decision to Ivy 
League universities, Wilson said.  
All of them were deferred.  What 
did the school board have to say 
about that, he politely asked.  
Not one administrator or board 
member responded to Wilson’s 
question.  After sitting through 
the rest of the 90-minute meeting, 
Wilson said the board’s silent 
response was not what he had been 
looking for.  It’s not enough to 
rank well statistically compared to 
neighboring districts.  Given the 
district’s resources, “the district 
should do as much as it can to get 
them into Ivy League schools,” 
Wilson said.  “It’s the marker of a 
good school district.”  

Later on in the meeting, School 
Board Vice President William 
Hayes reported that a high school 
committee will meet Wednesday 
night to discuss a multitude of 
issues such as weighted grades and 
class rankings.  Wilson said Hayes’ 
report touched on some of his 
concerns.  Superintendent Joseph 
Liberati opined that different 
schedules will likely evolve as the 
district deals with Advanced 
Placement, honors, and  

see BOARD pg 3

LOWER MILFORD -- “It’s always 
been this way,” said Lower Milford 
Township Police Chief John 
Dondero, “they just didn’t get the 
publicity.”  Dondero was referring 
to a string of recent crimes here 
that gained media attention.  
Dondero said he has not seen a 
spike in criminal activity in recent 
years.  However, three high-profile 
incidents have cast a spotlight on 
Lower Milford.  

The first was a high-risk theft of 
copper wire at the PPL substation 
off of Palm Rd.   Dondero said 
police departments from around 
the state have also reported copper 
thefts from PPL substations in 
their areas.  Investigators work 
with scrap yard owners to catch 

such thieves, he said.  When such 
a unique and identifiable item is 
brought to a scrap yard to sell, he 
said, legitimate scrap yard owners 
will know they’re looking at stolen 
goods and will contact the police.  
The investigation into the theft is 
ongoing.

The second incident was actually 
the culmination of a homicide that 
occurred in 2009.  On Jan. 13, 
Daniel Hawkins plead guilty to 
voluntary manslaughter and other 
offenses that resulted in a prison 
term of 9 to 20 years, followed 
by 10 years of probation.  He had 
killed Paul Burrier, Jr. on Sept. 20, 
2009 following an argument over 
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Lower Milford Township Police Chief John Dondero speaks during the 
Oct. 7, 2010 board of supervisors meeting.  Photo by Judd Wilson.
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BRIEFS
Upper Saucon Township Police 
want residents to be aware of 
recent incidents involving unidenti-
fied men posing as water depart-
ment employees trying to enter 
homes. Remember that authentic 
Upper Saucon Township water 
department employees carry proper 
identification, and drive official 
Upper Saucon Township fleet 
vehicles. Report all suspicious 
incidents immediately to the Upper 
Saucon Township Police by calling 
911.

Upper Saucon Township Planning 
Commission will meet on Feb. 1 at 
6:30 p.m.  at the Township Munici-
pal Building.

Coopersburg Municipal Author-
ity will meet on Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. at 
Borough Hall.

Upper Saucon Township Parks 
and Recreation Committee will 
meet on Feb. 3 at 7 p.m. at the 
Township Municipal Building.

Lower Milford Township Board 
of Supervisors will meet on Feb. 3 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Township Mu-
nicipal Building.

Word Search # 3 -- Winter Activities

TWO-WAY from pg 1 
 “meeting together in the middle 
of Fourth Street and arguing with 
each other, and several other 
problems as well.”  Shafer had 
said “the entire back of the yard 
is at least four inches deeper than 
ever it was.”  Gibbs said some of 
the people who come to her office 
at the corner of Fourth St. and 
Fairview St. “do not remember 
that the street is two ways and I 
just shudder.”  Gibbs also said that 
in 2009 the council had agreed to 
return the streets to their one-way 
designation after the Hwy. 309 
project would be completed.  On 
the other hand, Gourzis had said 
he wasn’t aware of many traffic 
incidents on the streets in question.  
“Of all the streets in Coopersburg 
why this one?  If it is a speeding 
issue or reckless driving,” he said, 
“there’s no speed limit sign.  What 
can we do to possibly keep it a 
two-way street more or less for the 
sake of our business.”   

Paashaus said within three days of 
signs announcing the borough’s 
intent to return the streets to 
one-way only, over 200 people 
requested that borough council 
reverse its decision.  Twenty-six 
school bus drivers signed one 
petition, and scores more signed 
a petition at the Coopersburg 

Diner.  Over 150 of the signatures 
were from Coopersburg addresses, 
Paashaus said, and the rest came 
largely from people who use the 
roads but don’t have a Coopersburg 
address.  Paashaus has lived in the 
affected area for six years and said 
he was content with the one-way 
designation years ago.  However, 
in light of the “outpouring” of 
opposition to making the roads 
one-way only, on Dec. 14, 2010, 
Paashaus vetoed the ordinance 
passed on Nov. 23.  Five votes -- a 
majority of the seven members 
plus one -- could override the 
mayor’s veto.  Borough Council 
President Gary Hovis, Richard 
Nalichowski, and Balascak voted 
to override the veto.  Council 
Vice-President Jack Felch, Linda 
Minarik, and Larry Pummer voted 
to uphold the veto.  Councilman 
Harvey Greenland was absent from 
the meeting.   

Thus, in what Felch called “an 
unusual political process that 
played out properly,” the borough’s 
legislature upheld its executive 
while giving both one-way and 
two-way advocates a chance to 
make their case.  

However, Tuesday night Shafer 
and Gibbs returned to address the 
council’s reversal.   Gibbs asked 

the council, “why weren’t we 
notified that all of a sudden our 
vote means nothing?”  Paashaus 
took responsibility for the 
unexpectedness of the change.  “I 
apologize for that.  That was my 
fault.”  However, he added that it 
was “not my intent to take away 
anyone’s opinion.”  Shafer said 
that she witnesses near-accidents 
routinely from her home.  People 
“blow through Fairview,” she said.  
“I don’t know why it was fine for 
20 years” as a one-way street but 
it’s not fine anymore, Shafer said.  
“There isn’t a single kid” on Fourth 
St. that school bus drivers pick 
up, Gibbs said.  Balascak asked 
the ladies to come to a highway 
committee meeting to “hash out 
your concerns, and take it back 
to council” to find something the 
whole council could agree on, he 
said.  Paashaus and others asked 
Balascak to also include Police 
Chief Trexler and supporters of 
the two-way designation at that 
meeting.  Balascak agreed, and 
said he’d hold the meeting within a 
week or two.

The next Coopersburg Borough 
Council meeting will be on Feb. 8 
at 7 p.m. at Borough Hall.

Word Search #2 Key-- Farms and Livestock

An Upper Saucon snowplow clears the way for drivers Jan. 12.  Photo by 
Melissa Wilson.

T R P P E E H S A C O R N L
S R O A A S S N E I W R E F
P H E E G V D R D V A E D E
I T N E D R A G P B H E K E
G Q E L S H I J E L L D M D
F D B K O G R C E E A N L U
N U R S E R Y O U Q R N G Z
E S R O D J S W I L O U T H
K L T F O O D O N P T D S S
C A O L I S B O P P C U B I
I M M H W E T D S L A T R Y
H I O B A R D E D T R C A E
C N N H Y Y M V R M T H S Q

H Q E Z Z G N I L G G U N S
C O W O O D C H O P P I N G
R B T G H H A F K N I T D N
A B F C F R I E N D S C F I
E N I F H S S K I Z N I I L
S N A M W O N S E K O C R R
D H R D H G C N T I W E E U
R O O E B R R O E A F S S C
O P I V A F O W L S O K I J
W H S F E D C P A A T A D S
H K T J S L H L B L T T E L
E S A H L I E O B A K E X E
Y L I M A F T W F H O T B D
P U Z Z L E S E I V O M T E

Bake
Crafts
Crochet
Curling
Family
Fireside
Friends
Hike
Hot chocolate
Ice skate
Knit
Movies

Puzzles
Read
Shovel
Ski
Sled
Snow fort 
Snowman
Snowplow
Snuggling
Walk
Wood chopping
Word search
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Miracle Reflects on 16 Years on School Board
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COOPERSBURG -- A drywall 
finisher by trade, Coopersburg 
resident Bill Miracle has lent his 
experience and expertise to multi-
million dollar budget, curriculum, 
and construction issues since 1995.  
Where?  On the Southern Lehigh 
School Board.  He said his three 
daughters “did very well” going 
through the district’s schools.  
In 1995, he was ready to do 
something different, he said, and 
wanted to make a contribution to 
his community.

“As goes the school district, so 
goes the community,” he said.  
Naturally, therefore, he looked 
to make his contribution in the 
schools.  In 1995, he said, the 
district had about 2,300 students.  
Now over 3,000 attend Southern 
Lehigh public schools.  “It 
changes the way you operate,” 
Miracle said, but the district is 
“still very personal.  Everybody 

knows everybody.”  With only 22 
administrators attending to the 
needs of all those students, Miracle 
feels the district is efficient.  

As chairman of the facilities 
committee, Miracle has overseen 
both an unwieldy middle school 
renovation process and the cost-
effective intermediate school 
construction project.  Doing the 
middle school renovation in the 
1990s helped him learn a lot about 
the unique aspects of the school 
construction business, Miracle 
said.  “It was not pleasant,” he 
said.  “I was naive some of the 
areas of the construction process.”  
Now, however, he said the district 
is “good at husbanding buildings 
and taking care of them.”  Southern 
Lehigh is “positioned very well 
for the future” because school 
board members funded repairs 
and renovations “in a prudent and 
timely fashion.”  It took hours and 

hours of discussions and work, 
but now, Miracle said, “we have 
wonderful buildings that’ll hold 
us” for years to come.  

The payoff of those hard 
lessons learned came during the 
intermediate school project, which 
came in two to three million 
dollars under budget.  Miracle said 
it was a “very, very good project” 
resulting in a “beautiful, beautiful 
building.”

He has also actively served as the 
district’s representative on the Joint 
Operating Committee for Lehigh 
Career and Technical Institute in 
Schnecksville during his 16 years.  
Miracle said it is among the top 
5 to 10 schools of its kind in the 
nation, if not the best.  “We are 
very fortunate to have LCTI here 
in the Lehigh Valley,” he said.  
Miracle credits the spirit of mutual 
cooperation and professionalism by 

local superintendents and school 
board members for LCTI’s success.  
Lehigh Valley’s educators support 
each other, he said, a dynamic “not 
typical of other communities.”     

Miracle said Southern Lehigh 
public schools have “wonderful 
teachers and excellent 
administrators.”  “All oars in 
the boat are pulling in the same 
direction,” he said.  He foresees 
a time when the recession will 
have passed and Southern 
Lehigh will experience another 
population growth spurt.  With 
schools equipped with cutting 
edge technology, a “seamless” 
curriculum from kindergarten 
through high school graduation, 
and a “solid fund balance,” Miracle 
has reasons to believe that “we’re 
in an envious position.”          

By Judd Wilson

BOARD from pg 1 
dual-enrollment courses.  “We 
don’t have any knowledge of the 
framework colleges use,” he said, 
in analyzing the high school’s 
data on college applicants.  Board 
member John Quigley said he had 
been “very impressed with the 
guidance department” for going the 
extra mile to help his two students 
get into their preferred colleges.  
Admittedly, he said, “it does 
seem a little confusing” as to how 
colleges decide to accept or reject 
applicants.  

Resident Karen Normann, who 
moved into the school district this 
summer, appeared to ask the board 
to refund a late payment penalty 
on her school real estate tax bill.  
Normann, whose bill came to 
over $6,000 before the penalty, 
was charged a 10% late fee - over 
$600.  She claimed that when she 
bought a home in the district last 
summer, she was told that her taxes 
had been paid through the end of 
the year.  It struck her as odd, she 
thought, but as autumn rolled by 
and she did not receive a school 

real estate tax bill, she picked 
up the phone to ask the school 
tax office where her bill was.  
According to the school district, 
Normann called on Nov. 4, 2010, 
just several days past the Oct. 31 
deadline to pay without penalty.  
By that time, the 10% penalty 
had already been assessed and 
Normann had until Dec. 31 to pay 
without any additional penalties.  
She did make such payment, 
Normann said.     

Though the district sent out bills 
to Normann’s correct mailing 
address twice, she said she had 
not received either of them, nor 
known of the amount owed until 
she called on Nov. 4.  As board 
members such as Quigley and Dr. 
Thomas McLoughlin claimed, the 
board hears of one or two such 
occurrences nearly every year.  
Solicitor James Bartholomew 
pointed out that the difficulty 
arises from the fact that tax bills 
get sent out on June 1 and cover 
the period until June 30.  Thus if 
someone moves into the district 
during or around that period of 

time, often their bills go to the 
previous homeowner.  However, 
School Board President Michael 
Eddinger laid down the law for 
Normann in explaining that “it is 
the responsibility of the taxpayer 
to know when their taxes are due.”  
According to him and others, the 
school board has consistently 
refused to refund late fees for many 
years now.  Dr. Elizabeth Stelts 
said that if the school board were 
to try to judge each incident on a 
case-by-case basis, it would put the 
board into the precarious position 
of determining whether or not 
taxpayers were honest or pulling 
a fast one.  “How do we know 
they’re not lying?” she wondered.  
With Quigley and Jeffrey Dimmig 
voting to grant Normann a refund, 
the board refused her appeal, 7-2.       

Liberati, Eddinger, and others at 
the meeting raked First Student 
Inc. over the coals for its failure 
to prevent school bus fuel from 
gelling during Monday’s -4° F cold 
snap.  So many buses wouldn’t 
start up that Liberati was forced 
to issue a two-hour delay late in 

the morning, after many parents 
had already gotten their kids up 
and ready for the bus.  According 
to Liberati, he “was wild” with 
indignation at the last-minute 
failure by First Student, which 
inconvenienced parents, students, 
teachers and staff, and the bus 
passengers for Southern Lehigh 
Middle and High Schools.  In 
related news, the board approved 
Liberati’s suggestion to look at 
alternative ways to make up days 
lost to inclement weather.  His 
intent is to avoid dragging the 
school year late into June.  

Liberati also recognized the board 
members’ contributions to the 
school district with a certificate 
and a cake as part of School Board 
Recognition Month.

The board scheduled a special 
session to go over budget issues for 
Sat., Feb. 12 from 9 a.m. through 
lunch time, at the high school 
board room.  The next school 
board meeting will be held here on 
Feb. 14 at 7:30 p.m.

CRIME from pg 1 
a debt.  Lower Milford Town-
ship Police Officer Arthur Wil-
liams responded to the shooting 
and apprehended Hawkins.  After 
the shooting, police found over 
200 marijuana plants and several 
pounds of marijuana at Hawkins’ 
4657 E. Mill Hill Rd. home.    

Finally, on Jan. 13, Michael Scheel-
er of 8723 School House Lane 
was charged with sexual abuse of 
children and other offenses for 
videotaping three Korean exchange 
students who lived in his home.  
Lower Milford Township Police Of-
ficers Williams and Daniel Dieter 
assisted Lehigh County Detective 

Kevin Smith in the investigation.  
After one of the students saw video 
of another exchange student on 
Scheeler’s laptop, he reported it to a 
school administrator.   The stu-
dents have attended Faith Chris-
tian Academy, which Scheeler also 
volunteers at as a teacher.  The case 
is ongoing.

Dondero said the police depart-
ment receives over 100 calls each 
month.  Dondero said Lower Mil-
ford is “a nice place to raise a fami-
ly, but people do fall off the straight 
and narrow.”  In this respect, Lower 
Milford is “not any different from 
any other community,” he said.      
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Service is Key to Copy and Ship Business
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COOPERSBURG --  After years 
in “the corporate rat race,” John 
Ringwald was ready to make a 
change.  In the early 1990s, he 
and his wife, Sue, began to look 
at franchise opportunities.  They 
considered opening a restaurant, 
but decided it wasn’t for them.  
When they found an attractive 
opportunity from a company in San 
Diego, they signed on and opened 
up Keystone Copy and Ship in 
Fairmont Village here.     

He remembered their opening 
weekend in Feb. 1994 well.  “We 
opened on a Friday,” he said, 
“and on Saturday morning we 
got 12 inches of snow.”  With the 
shopping center’s parking lot full 
of snow this week, he laughed.  
“Things haven’t changed.”  John’s 
youngest son, Mike, was part of the 
team from day one.  He graduated 
from Southern Lehigh High School 
in 1993.  

At first they occupied a small space 
in the corner of Fairmont Village, 
and later moved to their larger, 
present location just down the 
sidewalk.  The first thing you see 
when you walk in are mailboxes.  
Unlike post office boxes, John said, 
these can receive UPS packages.  

Dan’s Camera City has also opened 
a “Neighborhood Photo Shop” 
kiosk in the store.  Couriers pick 
up and drop off pictures three times 
each week, allowing customers get 
Dan’s service without having to 
drive into Allentown.  

As you would expect, there’s also 
a copy machine that patrons can 
walk up to and operate themselves.  
An array of paper and office 
products adorns the wall, along 
with a full supply of packing 
materials.  Black and white, color, 
and high-speed copiers operate 

behind the counter.  There are also 
fax machines, which John said are 
still used frequently despite the 
advent of e-mail.  The Ringwalds 
offer finishing services such as 
folding, laminating, and two types 
of binding for books -- spiral and 
velo.  

Keystone ships with the U.S. 
Postal Service, UPS, and FedEx.  
John said their sales are split 
pretty evenly between copying and 
shipping.  Sales go up for holidays, 
Mike said, but with the economy 
down in recent years people 

haven’t been shipping as many 
boxes as they used to.  

In the back of the shop is a large 
engineering center.  John said it’s 
possible now to scan in a hard copy 
of blueprints or just have it brought 
over on a flash drive, then printed 
out.  Because all the files are 
stored on Keystone’s computers, 
customers can re-order additional 
copies later without having to go 
through the whole process again.  
Last fall Keystone added a large, 
color format scanner and printer.  
With them, Mike can  do custom 
orders with spot colors, and print 
large, full-color posters.        

Along with Diane Berner, who has 
worked there for 11 years, John 
and Mike pride themselves on 
“excellent customer service and 
reliability.”  John said he’s glad 
to have made a lot of friends and 
responded to customers' needs for 
17 years.   
 
Keystone Copy and Ship is open 
Mon-Fri, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Sat. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and is located 
in Fairmont Village at 7001 N. 
Route 309 in Coopersburg.  To 
contact John or Mike, call 610-
282-3600, fax 610-282-3782, or 
e-mail to keystonecopy@rcn.com.  

Mike and John Ringwald show off the Phillie Phanatic poster they 
printed from their new, large color format machine.  Photo by Judd Wilson.

By Judd Wilson
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